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The celebrated pianist Gary Graffman has been a major figure in the music world
since winning the prestigious Leventritt Award in 1949. For the next three decades
he toured almost continuously, playing the most demanding works in the piano
literature both in recital and with the world’s great orchestras. He also made a
series of highly acclaimed recordings for Columbia (CBS) and RCA, including
concertos by Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninoff, Prokofiev, Brahms, Chopin and
Beethoven with the orchestras of New York, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Chicago and
Boston, and with such conductors as Leonard Bernstein, Zubin Mehta, Eugene
Ormandy and George Szell,

In the summer of 2005, Gary Graffman received an invitation to head the piano
department at the new Canton International Summer Music Academy in
Guangdong, China, giving him an opportunity to explore his love of education,
chamber music, and Chinese culture.

Gary Graffman was born in New York, of Russian parents, and began to play the
piano at age three. His father, a violinist, gave him a small fiddle, but when the
~ instrument proved too cumbersome, he began piano lessons, though a return to

the violin was planned. The young Graffman’s affinity for the piano soon became
evident, however, and at seven the Curtis Institute accepted him to study with the
renowned Isabelle Vengerova—exactly 50 years before he would become the
school’s director, a position he held through May 2006. After graduation from

RN Curtis, he worked intensively for several years with Vladimir Horowitz and, during

the summers, at the Marlboro Music Festival with Rudolf Serkin.

His students include Steinway artists Lang Lang, Yuja Wang and Haochen Zhang.
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